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Hello St. Jerome!  Thank you again for joining in our car parade!  We sure enjoyed seeing you along the route.  Thanks 
 to Mandy from Out of School Care, Trustee Carla Smiley, Fr. Glenn, Sister Anne, and Edmonton Police Services’ Student  
Resource Officers for parading with us! 
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We continue to adapt to new situations.  At the end of April, we said 
goodbye to 7 support staff members who were temporarily laid off 
because of Education funding cuts.  I am sure you know that every one of 
these individuals are essential to us.  We will miss them, and we appreciate 
all their good work! 

The first week in May is Mental Health week and May 6 is Hats on for 
Mental Health!  For mental health & wellness supports: ECSD mental 
health and wellness 

We are able to provide food support during the pandemic in a number of 
ways. If you could use additional support, please contact us at school by 
phone 780-479-5847 or by email 8036web@ecsd.net to arrange support.  
Opportunities for food include: 

 Bag lunches available on weekday at school from 11:00am – 
12:30pm.  Walk over, ring the doorbell and grab a lunch. 

 Food hampers provided by Hope Missions – these can be delivered 
to homes or picked up at school.  A limited number are available 
every week.   

 Rotisserie Chicken dinners – designed to feed a family provided by 
Go Auto.  Instead of feeding all the students lunch every 
Wednesday, now Go Auto is providing 28 of these dinners to 
families every week.  The meals are delivered to school on Friday 
afternoon.  Meals must be picked up at school between 2:15pm 
and 3:30pm.  Call the school to request a dinner – only pre-
arranged pick up is allowed.  We do not want anyone to be 
disappointed.  If we do not know you want a dinner, we cannot 
provide you with one.  We would love to share this out with our 
community on a rotating basis.   

 Some additional food hampers will available bi-weekly or monthly 
by using funds meant for the breakfast and snack programs. 

 

The government has confirmed we will continue with remote learning for 
May & June.  Thank you for the effort and time you are putting into your 
child(ren)’s learning.  Keep up the good work! 

 
 

Theresa Lema    Paula Borges-Couture 
Principal  Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/Programs/Overview/Inclusive-Ed/Pages/Mental-Health-and%20Wellness-Online-Learning-Supports.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/Programs/Overview/Inclusive-Ed/Pages/Mental-Health-and%20Wellness-Online-Learning-Supports.aspx
mailto:8036web@ecsd.net
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Celebrating Catholic Education 

By:  Eugenia Kowalczyk, PhD  

Principal, Catholic Identity 

 

Catholic Education Week (May 19-22) and World Catholic Education Day celebrated 40 days after Easter on 
Ascension Thursday (May 21), is quickly approaching. It is with great anticipation that we look forward to the 
opportunity to celebrate publicly funded Catholic education and its distinctiveness as Christ centered learning. This 
year’s theme: United in Prayer and Grateful for Catholic Schools could not be more appropriate.  

 

Often, we are drawn to our faith in times of distress yet are reassured 365 times in the Bible, “be not afraid.” Just as 
Mary Magdalene and Mary, who approach the empty tomb, are shaken with fear when they realize Jesus is not 
there, let our fear be shaken into renewed faith. We are reminded, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7). Catholic 
education provides us the opportunity to draw together as a community of faith clothed with this assurance. This is 
what we model and witness for our students. 

 

As we anticipate Catholic education week and World Catholic Education day let our gaze remain fixed on the mission 
statement of ECSD that inspires us to love the Father, have faith in Jesus Christ, and remain rooted in the hope from 
the Holy Spirit. The late Fr. Catfish urged us to “serve like a Superhero” and indeed our ECSD family would have made 
him proud during these challenging times. We see great examples of excellent faith based education such as: Remote 
learning Show and Tell, focus on family well being series, packaging and delivering 300 care hampers for needy 
families, Fr. Glen’s little liturgy, and much more.  

 

There is much to celebrate and showcase in publically funded Catholic education. Our ECSD schools provide a world-
class education to students and their families both academically and spiritually. Christ is the reason for Catholic 
schools and serves as role model for all. Every student is a child of God, inherent of dignity and respect, deserving 
abundant compassion and care. Now more than ever, this commitment resonates infinitely deeper. 

 

In the words of our late Superintendent Joan Carr, “Catholic education continues to be a bright light in the lives of 
our students. May we never lose sight of this tremendous gift.” With this I send a message of sincere gratitude to all 
those who serve Catholic education. It is their tenacious spirit of ensuring the needs of all students are met that 
radiates the light of Christ in these difficult times. Commitment to Catholic education at ECSD is drenched in 
compassion and community; our mission to serve Christ in one another could never resonate louder. May the light of 
Christ continue to radiate hope, health, and abundant love to each of you and your respective families.  
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 School Council Meeting 

6:30pm online 
   Go Auto Chicken dinner  
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Happy 
Mother’s Day! 

    Go Auto Chicken dinner   
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 Victoria Day Holiday: 

no classes 
   Go Auto Chicken dinner  
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     Go Auto Chicken dinner  

31       
       

 

Catholic Education Week 

Mental Health Awareness week ECSD mental health and wellness 
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                         “Tonight we acquire a fundamental right that can never be taken away 
from us: the right to hope. It is a new and living hope that comes from God.”   

(Pope Francis, Easter Vigil Homily, April 11/20) 
 

One of the many gifts of our faith is hope.  Over and over again throughout the history of 
the world, God has shown that he loves us. The ultimate sign of that love is to be found 
in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  When we witness, through the risen Christ, 
the power of God’s love over death itself, how can we be anything but hopeful?  These 
continue to be deeply troubling times, so let us always hold fast to that new and living 
hope from God. 

Our plans for remote learning are now well underway.  Now, more than ever, the 
importance of the partnership between home and school is so clear.  Our staff has risen 
to the challenge of ensuring that our students remain connected to their learning in 
meaningful ways and that their needs are being met as well as possible from afar.  Kudos 
to all of our staff and our parents for the tremendous efforts that are taking place daily 
to support our students! 

There are so many special celebrations and opportunities that we have had to cancel or 
postpone because of the public health restrictions that are in place at this time.  We are 
as disappointed as each of our families are at these changes.  It is a highlight of the year 
for our staff and a point of pride for our Division to be part of watching our students 
shine.  Just like your families, we eagerly await being able to applaud our students’ gifts, 
talents, and achievements again. 

We will be celebrating Catholic Education Week in the province of Alberta from May 18-
22.  It is an excellent opportunity for us all to take some time and publicly share the 
many wonderful experiences and gifts that we have gained from participating in this 
wonderful endeavor of Christ-centred learning. 

Amidst all the disruption, there is still a need for the regular business of the Division to 
continue.  The Board of Trustees will vote on our Capital Plan at their virtual meeting on 
April 28.  You can watch this live broadcast on www.ecsd.net .  The link is in the Board of 
Trustees’ section. We are also in the final stages of developing our 2020-21 Budget.  The 
Board will vote on that at their May 26 Public meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LUMEN CHRISTI 
Catholic  
Education  
Centre 

9807-106 Street 
Edmonton AB 
T5K 1C2 
T: 780 441-6000 
F: 780 425-8759 

www.ecsd.net 

http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/BoardofTrustees/Reports-and-Resources/public_board_meeting/Pages/default.aspx
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In the same theme as our opening thought from Pope Francis, we will leave you with his Tweet from April 14: 
Jesus' resurrection shows us that death does not have the last [word]; life does. Christ has been raised, so it is 
possible to have a positive outlook on every event of our existence, even the most difficult ones and those 
charged with anguish and uncertainty. 

We wish you all the continued joy to be found in this Easter season, and a very Happy Mother’s Day to all 
those who fill that special role in our lives! 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Martin    Joe Naccarato 
Acting Superintendent  Acting Superintendent 
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